Preface

The idea for this book came from the Modern Church group,
and I am very grateful to its General Secretary, Jonathan
Clatworthy, for all his encouragement with the project. Ruth
McCurry at SPCK has been an outstanding and patient
supporter, and I am most grateful to her careful reading of the
text prior to publication. Much of this book was written while
I was on sabbatical at the College of St John the Evangelist in
Auckland, Aotearoa New Zealand, and the warm hospitality
and welcome of the faculty, staff and students made my time
all the more enriching. Many of the insights in this book derive
from conversations and encounters that I had during my time
there, and in particular, I would like to thank Jim White, Karena
de Pont, Irene Ayalo, Megan Herles-Mooar, Patti Lao-Wood,
Petra Barrie, Ellen Bernstein, Emily Colgan, Richard Bonifant,
Hone Kaa and Christopher Douglas-Huriwai for their cheerful
and often challenging words. Colleagues at Ripon College
Cuddesdon looked after my teaching in my absence, and grate-
ful thanks are due to Michael Lakey and Hywel Clifford, and to
Martyn Percy for his encouragement to take up the sabbatical
opportunity in the first place. I would also like to offer thanks
to Harris Manchester College, Oxford, and in particular its
Principal, Ralph Waller, for their hospitality and warmth in
offering me use of their facilities. So many teachers and students
of mine, past and present, have inspired my love of the Bible,
and this book is, in part, dedicated to all of them. My first
interest in the Bible, however, came from my parents, James
and Patricia Francis, who taught me that any reading of the
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Bible should be critical, creative and compassionate. I add to
that list ‘courageous, and I draw courage from my husband
Mpyles, whose love and support are the foundations upon which
I write. My link to Aotearoa New Zealand came through Jenny
Te Paa, to whom I owe so much. Her words to me — to ‘read
widely, think deeply, and pray mightily’ — resonate throughout
my work, and I hope that the result is a fitting tribute to her
tireless work for justice and theological education throughout
the worldwide Anglican Communion.
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