
This supplemental material for the book Everything Could Be a Prayer offers suggested reading 
selections for Black History Month (February). 

Black History Month was inaugurated in 1976 in the United States to honor the accomplishments of 
African Americans. Canada officially recognized Black History Month in 1995. The list below contains 
Black women and men who have made significant contributions to the worldwide church and society. 
The person in the first entry, Simon of Cyrene, literally carried Jesus’s cross. The subject of the final 

entry, John M. Perkins, metaphorically did the same.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

FEBRUARY

FREEDOM FIGHTERS
Feb. 14 SOJOURNER TRUTH (Page 198) 
 Witness  

Feb. 15 HARRIET TUBMAN  (Page 122) 
 Perseverance  

Feb. 16 JOSEPHINE BAKHITA  (Page 60) 
 Freedom  

SOCIAL ACTIVISTS
Feb. 21   IDA B. WELLS (Page 186) 
   Truth  

Feb. 22   MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. (Page 102) 
   Leadership  

Feb. 23   MAMIE TILL (Page 96) 
   Justice   

Feb. 24   ROSA PARKS (Page 26) 
   Courage  

Feb. 25   FANNIE LOU HAMER (Page 32) 
   Determination  

Feb. 26   DESMOND TUTU (Page 110) 
   Mercy   

Feb. 27   WANGARI MAATHAI (Page 14) 
   Care for Creation 

Feb. 28   JOHN M. PERKINS (Page 134) 
   Reconciliation

HERMITS & MONASTICS
Feb. 6  ABBA ANTONY  (Page 170) 
 Spiritual Warfare 

Feb. 7 ABBA JOSEPH (Page 118) 
 Passion 

Feb. 8 ABBA MOSES  (Page 88) 
 Intimacy 

Feb. 9 ABBA POEMEN (Page 52)   
 Fasting  

Feb. 10 AMMA SYNCLETICA  (Page 46)   
 Endurance 

Feb. 11 MARY OF EGYPT  (Page 136) 
 Repentance  

Feb. 12 MARTIN DE PORRES  (Page 72) 
 Healing  

Feb. 13 THEA BOWMAN  (Page 202)   
 Worship 

ANCIENT ROOTS
Feb. 1  SIMON OF CYRENE (Page 116) 
 Obedience 

Feb. 2  DJAN DARADA (Page 12) 
 Baptism 

Feb. 3  PERPETUA & FELICITAS (Page 108) 
 Loyalty 

Feb. 4  ATHANASIUS OF ALEXANDRIA (Page 172) 
 Steadfastness

Feb. 5  AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO  (Page 180) 
 Surrender 

TEACHERS & PREACHERS
Feb. 17   JARENA LEE (Page 48) 
   Evangelism 

Feb. 18   CHARLES ALBERT TINDLEY (Page 132) 
   Protest  

Feb. 19   GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER (Page 200) 
   Wonder   

Feb. 20   HOWARD THURMAN (Page 86) 
   Inner Strength 


