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Children’s Book Recommendations

WHAT MAKES A FAMILY? 
INFERTILITY, MASCULINITY, AND THE FECUNDITY OF GRACE

A Family is a Family is a 
Family 
by Sara O'Leary 

Anansi Press, 2016 (ages 4-7)

The Family Book
by Todd Parr

Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers, 2010 (ages 3-6)

What Makes a Baby
by Cory Silverberg, illustrated by 
Fiona Smyth 

Triangle Square, 2013 (ages 3-7)

It Feels Good to Be Yourself: 
A Book About Gender 
Identity
by Theresa Thorn, illustrated by 
Noah Grigni 

Henry Holt and Co., 2019 (ages 
4-8)

The Boy with Big, Big 
Feelings
by Britney Winn Lee, illustrated by 
Jacob Souva

Beaming Books, 2019 (ages 3-7)
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MONEY
NURTURING A FAMILY CULTURE OF GENEROSITY AND JUSTICE

EDUCATION
LEARNING AT THE SPEED OF TRUST

The Table Where Rich People 
Sit 

by Byrd Baylor, illustrated by Peter 
Parnall 

Aladdin Picture Books, 1998 (ages 
7-10)

The Story of Ruby Bridges

by Robert Coles

Scholastic, 2010, (ages 4-8)

Brave Girl: Clara and the 
Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 
1909 

by Michelle Markel, illustrated by 
Melissa Sweet 

Balzer + Bray, 2013 (ages 4-8)

I Am Malala: The Girl Who 
Stood Up for Education and was 
Shot By the Taliban 

by Malala Yousafzai

Little Brown Books for Young 
Readers, 2016, (ages 10+)

The Bobbin Girl

by Emily Arnold McCully

Dial Books, 1996 (ages 4-8)

Malala’s Magic Pencil

by Malala Yousafzai 

Little Brown Books for Young 
Readers, 2017, (ages 5-8)

It’s Not Fair!: A Book About 
Having Enough

by Caryn Rivadeneira, illustrated 
by Isabel Munoz

Beaming Books, 2018 (ages 3-6) 
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WHERE TO LIVE
PUTTING DOWN ROOTS AND BEING KNOWN

SPIRITUALITY
ENTRUSTING OUR CHILDREN TO THE PATH

Dorothy and the Great Quake: 
A Story about Dorothy Day as a 
Young Girl

by Barbara Allaire  

Our Sunday Visitor, 2019 (ages 4-9)

Everybody Needs a Rock

by Byrd Baylor, Illustrated by Peter 
Parnall

Aladdin, 1985 (5-10)

The House that Jane Built

by Tanya Lee Stone

Henry Holt & Co, 2015 (ages 6-9)

Noah’s Wife: The Story of 
Naamah 

by Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, 
illustrated by Bethanne Andersen 

Jewish Lights, 2002 (ages 9-12)

Everything Naomi Loved 

by Katie Yamasaki and Ian Lendler 

Norton Young Readers, 2020 (6-8)

Prayers for Faithful Families: 
Everyday Prayers for Everyday 
Life

by Traci Smith

Beaming Books, 2020 (ages 5+)

A Wolf at the Gate 

by Mark van Steenwyk, 
Accompanying album by Jon Felton

PM Press, 2016 (ages 9-13)

Maybe God Is Like That Too

by Jennifer Grant, illustrated by 
Benjamin Schipper

Beaming Books, 2017 (ages 3-8)

A Young People’s History of 
the United States: Columbus to 
the War on Terror (For Young 
People Series)

by Howard Zinn and Rebecca 
Stefoff 

Triangle Square, 2009 (ages 12+)
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MOVING BEYOND NORMATIVITY
FAMILY AS A HAVEN FOR AUTHENTICITY, SELF-EXPRESSION, AND EQUITY

RAISING ANTIRACIST WHITE KIDS
LEARNING AT THE SPEED OF TRUST SOME RULES NEED TO BE BROKEN

Red: A Crayon’s Story 

by Michael Hall 

Greenwillow Books, 2015, (ages 
4-8)

Antiracist Baby

by Ibram X. Kendi, Illustrated by 
Ashley Lukashevsky

Kokila, 2020 (ages 0-3)

Tell Me About Sex, Grandma

by Anastasia Higginbotham 

Feminist Press, 2017 (ages 4-8)

Rainbow Boy

by Taylor Rouanzion, illustrated by 
Stacey Chomiak

Beaming Books, 2021 (ages 3-8)

Black Lives Matter (Special 
Reports)

by Duchess Harris 

Essential Library, 2015, (ages 10-
17)

The Wedding Portrait

by Innosanto Nagara 

Triangle Square, 2017,(ages 6-9)

Julián Is a Mermaid

by Jessica Love

Candlewick, 2018 (ages 4-8)

Skin Again

by bell hooks 

Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers, 2017 (ages 4-8)

The Talk: Conversations About 
Race, Love and Truth 

by Wade Hudson and Cheryl Willis 
Hudson 

Crown Books for Young Readers, 
2020 (ages 10-16)

Rad American Women A to Z 

by Kate Schatz

City Lights Publishers, 2015 (ages 
8-16)
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RESISTING PATRIARCHY
MESSY, BEAUTIFUL INTERDEPENDENCE

ABLEISM
OPENING DOORS AND FINDING TRANSFORMATION

Trudy’s Rock Story 

by Trudy Spiller, illustrated by 
Jessika von Innerebner 

Medicine Wheel Education, 2017 
(ages 6-8)

Not So Different: What You 
Really Want to Ask About 
Having a Disability 

by Shane Burcaw, illustrated by 
Matt Carr

Roaming Book Press, 2017 (ages 
6-9)

Trudy’s Healing Stone

by Trudy Spiller, illustrated by 
Jessika von Innerebner 

Medicine Wheel Education, 2017 
(ages 3-5)

Mama Zooms

by Jane Cowen-Fletcher 

Scholastic, 1995 (ages 4-7)

We’ll Paint the Octopus Red

by Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen, 
illustrated by Pam Devito

Woodbine House, 1998 (ages 5-8)

A Girl’s Bill of Rights

by Amy Mucha, illustrated by Addy 
Rivera Sonda

Beaming Books, 2021 (ages 4-8)

King for a Day

by Rukhsana Khan, illustrated by 
Christiane Kromer 

Lee and Low Books, 2014 (ages 
4-8)

Dad and Me in the Morning

by Patricia Lakin, illustrated by 
Robert G. Steele 

Albert Whitman and Company, 
1994 (ages 3-8)

Awesomely Emma: A Charley 
and Emma Story

by Amy Webb, illustrated by 
Merrilee Liddiard 

Beaming Books, 2020 (ages 3-8)

You Are Revolutionary

By Cindy Wang Brandt, illustrated 
by Lynnor Bontigao

Beaming Books, 2021 (ages 5-8)
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HONORING EARTH
HEALING FROM THE CARCERAL MIND AND CLIMATE CRISIS WITH JOYFUL 
INTERCONNECTEDNESS

THE POWER OF STORY
SUBVERSIVE LESSONS FROM GRANDMOTHER OAK 

Rachel Carson and Her Book 
That Changed the World

by Laurie Lawlor

Holiday House, 2014, (ages 4-7)

The Story of Standing Rock 

by Diana Crow-Wheel

Paw Print Press, 2017 (ages 9-12)

We Are Water Protectors

by Carole Lindstrom, illustrated by 
Michaela Goade

Macmillan, 2020, (ages 4-8)

The Lost Words 

by Robert Macfarlane

Anansi International, 2018 (ages 
5-12)

Nibi Emosaawdang/ The Water 
Walker

by Joanne Robertson 

Second Story Press, 2019 (ages 
4-7)

Water Stories

Edited by Radhika Menon & 
Sandhya Rao

Tulika Publishers, 2010 (ages 6-10)

The Harmony Tree: A Story of 
Healing and Community

by Randy S. Woodley

Friesens Press, 2016 (ages 5-10)

A People’s History of the 
American Empire: A Graphic 
Novel

by Howard Zinn, Mike Konopacki, 
Paul Bohle

Metropolitan Books, 2008 (ages 
12+)

Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A 
True Story from Africa

by Jeanette Winter 

HMH Books for Young Readers, 
2018 (ages 4-7)
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BUILDING COMMUNITY
CHOOSING LIFE IN THE CERTAINTY OF DEATH

RISK AND RESISTANCE
THE COST AND GIFTS TO OUR CHILDREN

Love Is Powerful

by Heather Dean Brewer, 
illustrated by LeUyen Pham 

Candlewick, 2020 (ages 5-8)

Holy Troublemakers & 
Unconventional Saints

by Daneen Akers, 2019

Watchfire Media, 2019 (ages 8-13)

Pillar of Fire

by Joyce Hollyday

Wipf & Stock, 2020, (ages 13-18)

Side by Side/Lado a Lado: The 
Story of Dolores Huerta and 
Cesar Chavez/La Historia de 
Dolores Huerta y Cesar Chavez

by Monica Brown 

Harper Collins Espanol, 2010 (ages 
4-8)

Counting on Community

by Innosanto Nagara

Penguin Random  House, 2015 
(ages 0-5)

The Youngest Marcher

by Cynthia Levinson 

Atheneum Nooks for Young 
Readers, 2017 (ages 5-10)

A is for Activist

by Innosanto Nagara

Triangle Books, 2013 (ages 0-5)

March (trilogy) 

by John Lewis

Top Shelf Productions, 2016 (ages 
13-16)
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HOW DO I HEAL THE FUTURE? 
RECLAIMING TRADITIONAL WAYS FOR THE SAKE OF OUR CHILDREN

CONFESSIONS OF A BAD MOVEMENT PARENT
RAISING CHILDREN FOR AUTONOMY  

Keepers of Life: Discovering 
Plants through Native American 
Stories and Earth Activities for 
Children 

By Joseph Bruchac and Michael 
J. Caduto, illustrated by 
David Kanietakeron Fadden,  
Kanyen’keha:ka, John Kahionhes 
Fadden 

Fulcrum Publishing, 1997 (ages 
6-12)

Kids on Strike! 

by Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

HMH Books for Young Readers, 
2003 (ages 10-12)

A Day with Yayah

by Nicola I. Campbell, illustrated by 
Julie Flett

Crocodile Books, 2017 (ages 3-8)

Stay Solid: A radical handbook 
for youth

by Carla Bergman 

AK Press, 2013 (ages 13+)

Family Foraging: A Fun Guide to 
Gathering and Eating Wild 

by David Hamilton 

Roost Books, 2019 (ages 5-15)

Niwîcihâw / I Help 

by Caitlin Nicholson 

Groundwood Books, 2018 (ages 
5-8)

My Nana’s Remedies/Los 
Remedios De Mi Nana 

by Roni Capin Rivera-Ashford

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 
Press, 2002 (ages 5-8)

Uncle Aiden

by Laurel Dykstra 

Babybloc, 2005 (ages 4-8)

Teenage Liberation Handbook: 
How to Quit School and Get a 
Life and Education

by Grace Llewellyn 

Lowry House Pub, 1998 (ages 12+)

Curious Kids Nature Guide: 
Explore the Amazing Outdoors 
of the Pacific Northwest

by Fiona Cohen 

Little Bigfoot, 2016 (ages 5-9)


